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In some books the hill on which was the Xatabata-
vihSra occupied by Upagupta is called Sira or Usira.
although we also have mention of the Usira hill without
anj reference to a cave or monastery1. This Usira hill
was at the side of the "Urumanda Hill" and the latter
name may have included the two hills and the wood or
forest adjoining.

General Cunningham considered the site of Upagupta's
monastery to be that of the Id-gah or Katra of the present
Muttra, and this opinion has been adopted by others.
But it is undoubtedly wrong. A later investigator,
Mr Growse, writes: "General Cunningham, in his Archaeo-
logical Report, has identified the Upagupta monastery
with the Yasa vihara inside the Katra: but in all proba-
bility he would not now adhere to this theory; for, at the
time when he advanced it, he had never visited the Kan-
kali Tila, and was also under the impression that the
Fort always had been, as it now is, the centre of the city.
Even then, to maintain his theory, he was obliged to have
recourse to a very violent expedient, and in the text of
the Chinese pilgrim to alter*the word 'east' to 'west', because,
he writes, "a mile to the east would take us to the low
ground on the opposite bank of the Jamuna, where no
ruins exist", forgetting apparently Fa Hian's distinct state-
ment that in his time there were monasteries on both
sides of the river, and being also unaware that there are
heights on the left bank at Isapur and Mahaban, where
Buddhist remains have been found. The topographical de-
scriptions of the two pilgrims may be reconciled with existing
facts without any tampering with the text of the narrative.
Taking the Katra, or the adjoining shrine of Bhtitesvar,
as the omphalos of the ancient city and the probable site
of the great stupa of Sariputra, a short distance to the
east will bring us to the Kanksli Tila, i. e. the monastery
of Upagupta".2 This is very positive but not quite con-
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